
From the Cockpit: 

  

Hello Houston Wing 

 

 Well it’s a little over a month to our annual Open 
House (April 22 & 23) and final preparation is coming 
together nicely.  We have a nice lineup of visiting air-

planes scheduled to attend, the ice cream truck has been booked, toys 
have been delivered and other vendors booked.  What do we need 
now? YOU!!!  If you haven’t already volunteered and would like to 
help, please contact me or any other staff volunteers.  This is a very 
important event for the Wing and we would love to have everyone 
come out to help. 

 Last weekend, several Houston Wing Staff volunteers made the 
trek to Dallas for the annual Wing Staff Conference.  This year’s con-
ference was even better than last.  Not only did we get to catch up with 
friends from units from around the US, the break out sessions offered 
very useful information to make our Wing be more productive.   

 In other news, I want to congratulate our friends at the Gulf 
Coast Wing for the excellent work they did in getting Texas Raiders 
repainted and new nose art applied.  The airplane turned out beautiful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 19th Flyover-
Kemah 
 
March 25th at Hooks 
    
April 8th in Conroe w/ 
TR 
    
April 22-23rd Open 

House. 
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Slips & Skids 

H o u s t o n  W i n g  C A F  

     Look             

Inside!!! 



 The Wing has now moved to it’s new home at Conroe airport to be based in the General Avia-
tion Services facility. We sent our BT13 up to Conroe last week to participate in the unveiling of the 
new paint.   

 A little over a week ago, I sent an email to Oscar Munoz, CEO of United Airlines, asking him 
about United donating or selling at a discounted price one of the electric baggage tugs that are used at 
IAH.  Well two days later with a couple phone calls, I am very excited to announce that United Air-
lines has donated to the Houston Wing a Tug Tech MX-4 electric powered tug (and charger).  
They have agreed to paint it OD green and deliver it to our hangar (expected delivery in April). This 
donation will allow us to do some much needed maintenance on the white tug that Woody (West Hou-
ston Airport owner) is allowing us to use and will give us two tugs for our operation.   

 Our big aircraft jacks that are used to pickup the C60 during annual inspection had begun leak-
ing badly and finally they wouldn’t develop enough pressure to pick up an airplane. So we sent them 
out and they have been completely overhauled, which means they should serve us for many years to 
come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please check out the other articles contained in this month’s newsletter and plan on attending 
the next wing meeting for news on the second disbursement from Wings Over Houston.   

 

John C.  

 

 



  

Hello again from the Flight Ops 

Guy. 

 

February was a somewhat quiet 

month for flying at the hangar; a few proficien-

cy flights here and there, a few revenue rides, 

plus one flyover. 

 We had a Woodlands golf course flyo-

ver scheduled on Feb 20, but with what seems 

par for the course lately, it was cancelled for 

weather. Another flyover delayed for lousy 

weather was the Lock-N-Load event; this one 

has been postponed until Sat, Apr 22. We actu-

ally did manage to do one flyover at Sugarland 

on Mar 3, but since Ace was down for annual, 

Scott, Dave and Stu stepped up to cover it with 

a SNJ, T-34 and AT-6. Our B-17 buddies at the 

Gulf Coast Wing had a “roll out” event on Mar 

8 showing off Texas Raiders’ new paint job; 

John C took the BT-13 to park alongside TR at 

Conroe to represent the Houston Wing. 

 Our pilot ground school held in mid-
Feb introduced the new CAF HQ flight opera-
tions website; see www.cafoperations.org. Da-
vid Oliver and Jim Lasche at the home office 
have worked hard to develop this site to facili-
tate flight operations, paperwork, and most im-
portantly, recurrent training information with 
safety videos and quizzes on our operating reg-
ulations. Most of our pilots have visited the site 
and taken the required 60 -1 Ops quiz, but if 
you haven't yet, please give it a look. 

 

 

 

Ops Update 

  

 The next few months are starting to 

look busy, with our most obvious event being 

our Open House on the weekend of April 22-

23. We’ll need all hands on deck to help out 

with this, so please volunteer to help out wher-

ever you can.  

 

Other events coming up;  

 

Mar 25 - Barnstorm with Texas Raiders, 

Hooks Airport. 

Apr 8 -  Barnstorm with Texas Raiders, 

Conroe. 

Apr 22/23 - Open House 

Apr 29 - Fly-in at Angleton Brazoria Co.  

 

See ya next month! 

John B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cafoperations.org


  

Maintenance report March 2017 

 

    Well, it appear spring has 

sprung and with it tons of tree 

pollen. The planes and the hangar turn a light 

green color under this massive spring time 

event. This requires extra effort in cleaning the 

planes for Open House. I am sure my crew will 

stand up to the job ahead. We start first thing in 

April. I hope to see all my helpers then. 

    In the meantime, though, the C-60 is pro-
gressing. The bench frames are completed and 

work on the subfloor structures and attachment 
points continues. All parts are made, or soon 
shall be, and all hardware is in stock for assem-

bly. The frames go out for heat treatment and 
powder coating very soon. The old bench holes 
in the flooring are being patched by Susie and 

her helpers. The floors will also be repainted. 
After many months of welding a large pile of 
pipes, we declared completion before Wing 

Staff. Without the help of the skilled welder, 
this project could not be near completion. 
Many thanks to Ozzy Torres for hanging in 

there and getting the job done. Also many 
thinks to Susie B who relentlessly keeps on 
working even wounded.  

 The annual on the AT-6 will be com-

pleted before this is published. Considerable 
work has gone into Ace this year, and looks 
like she will require tires this summer. Some of 
her exhaust was replaced, and that will be an 

ongoing task each year until all pipes are re-
placed.  

 

 

Maintenance  

 We shall attempt to repair the old pipes 

and hold them as spare parts. Some notable 

efforts were: the air speed switch is now gone, 

so there is no danger of damaging it anymore. 

The plane has been converted to an air speed 

switch, and that is all internal behind the in-

strument panel, and much effort went into oil 

leak control. 

The BT-13 has a couple of things to look at, 

but they not large problems that will keep the 

plane from flying. I shall get to it after the AT-

6 finishes. 

The N3N had no squawks at last check, but I 

am watching the fuel pump. 

 The PT-19 will soon need another tail wheel 

tire, which I have in stock and ready to install. 

    I mentioned Wing Staff, and this year was 

my first visit to it. I learned some things, and it 

was nice not to turn a wrench for a whole 

weekend. One interesting session I attended 

was on ADS-B transponder requirements, and 

I have some thoughts on that subject now. I 

also attended one on CAF insurance. 

     But anyhow, I wanted to thank all my help-

ers at the hangar dance last month. Without 

Susie, and Jeremy, I could not do it. And 

thanks to Frank Vargas and Susan Vaculik al-

so. Next year, it will be bigger and better, alt-

hough it is hard to count on perfect weather 

every time you do it. And thanks to all who 

attended. Your contribution keeps the dance 

alive.   

 

 

 



 And on to the future, after a few weeks 

to recover from winter/spring maintenance, I 

shall start summer maintenance, and my atten-

tion turns to the Navion. Also I might take an-

other shot at summer maintenance school. That 

depends on interest, so let me know if you 

would attend. 

 Open house is the next big thing and I 

know the pilots will not fly after we clean all 
the planes, like they do every year…. 

 

see you at the hangar…… 

  

Jim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance PX/Gift Shop  

  

Good day fellow Houston 
Wing members, 
 
 The gift shop is a very 
important part to the Houston 

Wing and our museum day activities.  

 That being said we need volunteers 
to staff the gift shop for upcoming muse-
um days. The museum is open the first 
and third Saturdays of every month. Your 
help is crucial and if you can help please 
send me an email at svacu-
likJM@gmail.com and we will get you in-
volved. It won't take very many people to 
help make a huge difference and the more 
help we have the less everyone will have 
to do.  

 If you can spare one Saturday a 
month your help will be greatly appreciat-
ed. If you have not done the gift shop yet 
we'll happily train you. When you work 
in the gift shop you never know who may 
walk through the door on any given muse-
um day that just might have a fascinating 
experience to share. 

Thank you for your time, consideration 
and I hope to hear from you soon, 

Susan V. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:svaculikJM@gmail.com
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Humidity and Condensation 

A Not So Hidden Danger on Hangar Floors 

A recent injury accident occurred at one of our units when one of our members was using an exten-

sion ladder to climb off of the wing of an aircraft.   When he tried to climb onto the ladder from the 

wing it slipped away causing him to fall, and he was able to partially break his fall by grabbing an 

open accessory panel, (see yellow arrow) reducing the distance he fell and his injury. 

The reason this ladder slipped when he tried to get onto it was that it was standing on a hangar floor 

that was wet from condensation.   

Hangars, and hangar floors, are particularly susceptible to condensation because they are typically 

not climate controlled.   When we have large temperature swings with high humidity and the warm 

moist air enters the hangar and the concrete floors are colder than the ambient air, the moisture in the 

air will condense on the floors causing them to become very slippery.   This is often made worse as 

our floors are often painted to make oil cleanup easier, but making the floor even slipperier. 

These slippery floors are also dangerous to personnel walking who may slip and fall and to vehicles 

(golf carts, fork lifts and aircraft tugs) which could have difficulty stopping and could slide when 

moving on the wet floors. 



Ladder Safety 

This incident also brings us back to the issue of Ladder Safety.   One of the key considerations when 

utilizing any ladder is that it be placed on a level surface that is free of obstructions and moisture.    

The ladder in this accident was placed on a concrete surface slick with condensation, which was not 

a good idea and which was the primary cause of the accident.    (If necessary to use a ladder on this 

type of surface it should have been held in place by another person to prevent it from moving.) 

The other ladder safety problem highlighted in this accident is that if the ladder was going to be 

used to get onto and off of the aircraft wing.   If a ladder is going to be used to access an elevated 

surface (wing) then it should extended at least three feet above the wing, so that it could be accessed 

easier going onto and off of the wing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladder extending three feet above the landing area  

Sam H. 



Museum News 

 

WWII Newspapers on Display 

  

 The museum is lucky to have a collection of original WWII Newspa-

pers that we have been able to preserve and display in the hanging rack in the 

museum.   We recently reorganized this hanging display area so the newspapers are displayed 

in a manner that will protect these old documents and to display them in the date order that they 

were published for easier viewing. 

The newspapers on display are: 

1. Austin Daily Tribune – Saturday, December 6th, 1941 – Headline “Japs Hurl New Chal-

lenge at United States” 

2. Austin American Statesman – Sunday, December 7th, 1941 –  EXTRA Headline “Japs At-

tack U.S. Harbors in Hawaii and Philippines” 

3. Honolulu Star – Bulletin – 1st EXTRA, Sunday, December 7th, 1941 - Headline “WAR!  

OAHU Bombed by Japanese Airplanes” 

4. Austin Daily Tribune – Monday, December 8th, 1941 – Headline “Congress Declares War” 

5. The ADA Evening News – Thursday, January 15th, 1942 – Headline “Army Expanding 

More Than Double Size” 

6. Austin American Statesman – Tuesday, June 6th, 1944 – Invasion EXTRA – Headline 

“INVASION ON – Allies Hit in Northern France” 

7. Austin American Statesman – Wednesday, May 2nd, 1945 – Headline “Berlin is Captured, 

Hitler Dead, Truman Says”  

8. The Wichita Eagle – Tuesday, May 8th, 1945 – Headline “Truman Proclaims Victory”  

9. Pittsburg Star Telegraph - Tuesday, May 8th, 1945 – Headline “Big Three Proclaim - V-E 

Day” 

10.    The Philadelphia Inquirer – Wednesday, August 15th 1945 – Headline “Peace – Truman 

Announces Jap Surrender, Ends Fighting” 

 

Sam H. 



Around the Hangar 
A few smiling, happy dancers from our recent 2017 Houston Wing Swing Dance Night 



 

      Join The  

                    Fun  

           Next Year!!!!!!! 

For a  

 Swinging good 

  Time!! 



As the Wing Flies 
 

Marketing/Tour Planning March 2017 

 We would like to welcome you back sports fans to the latest installment of (imagine a big an-

nouncer voice) “As the Wing flies.”  We hope everyone is ready for a busy spring. 

 Because of the excellent work of operations and maintenance the wing aircraft are in demand 

already for flyovers this spring.  I would like to thank Stan Russ and Howard Quoyeser for being part 

of the flyover ground team and doing a great job. 

All righty, lets kick the tires and light the fires on this season and let’s go flyin 

 Our first barnstorming event with Gulf Coast is March 25th at Hooks.  Are you ready?  Gulf 

Coast has moved to Conroe airport so half of our normal events that would have been at Hooks will 

now be at Conroe. 

 The graphic arts department has been very busy creating posters and advertisements for all of 

our touring events and Open House. 

 The CAF Winter Staff conference was earlier this month.  I was invited to be on a panel for 

the Marketing breakout session because of the things we have accomplished the past few years at the 
Houston Wing between flyovers, barnstorming and public events.  It was an honor to represent the 
Houston Wing and everyone that has participated in our events.  I hope that I can bring lessons 

learned from other wings back to our wing so we can learn from what they did right and wrong.  Mak-
ing new mistakes, well that’s part of the fun of life. 

If you have any comments or need any information contact me at wohphotopit@gmail.com or 832-

859-1164. 

BELOW (shhh I bet this still looks a lot like the OPS report) 

 

EVENT     AIRCRAFT   STATUS 
 
March 19th     AT-6, BT-13    Confirmed 
Flyover-Kemah 
 
March 25th at Hooks w/TR   AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19  Confirmed 
(PX and ground support) 
 
April 8th in Conroe w/ TR   AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19  Confirmed 
(PX and ground support) 
 
April 20th      AT-6, BT-13    Tentative? 
Flyover-Skeeters 
 
April 22-22 Oh yea, Open House.       Mandatory 

mailto:wohphotopit@gmail.com


 
April 29

th
 Angleton Fly in, ride sales AT-6, N3N    Confirmed 

(PX and ground support) 
 
May 13

th
      AT-6, BT-13    Confirmed 

Flyover-JJ Watt game 
 
May 26

th
-29

th
 San Antonio w/ TR  AT-6, BT-13?   Tentative? 

(PX and ground support) (hotels) 
 
May 29

th
     C-60, AT-6,BT-13   Tentative? 

Flyover-Sugarland/Memorial Oaks 
 
June 3

rd
/4

th
 Victoria w/ TR   AT-6, N3N    Confirmed 

(PX and ground support) (hotels) 
 
July 3

rd
 at Conroe w/TR   AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19  Confirmed 

(PX and ground support) 
 
August 19

h
 Hooks w/TR   AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60 Confirmed 

(PX and ground support) 
 
September 1-4

th
 San Antonio  AT-6, BT-13    Tentative? 

   
That’s all folks for most of the year……………………more to come shortly 

 

Sam B. (the sounds of the big announcer) 

   



Staff Directory 

Wing Leader Col John Cotter wingleader@houstonwing.org 

Executive Officer Col Frank Vargas exec@houstonwing.org 

Adjutant  Col Craig Pridgeon adjutant@houstonwing.org 

Cadet Program Officer Col Jason Haney cadets@houstonwing.org 

Finance Officer Col Tammi Lockwood finance@houstonwing.org 

Maintenance Officer Col Jim Placette maintenance@houstonwing.org 

Museum and Collections Officer Col Sam Hoynes museum@houstonwing.org 

Marketing Officer Col Sam Bulgar marketing@houstonwing.org 

Operations Officer Col John Bixby ops@houstonwing.org 

Personnel Officer Col Tammi Lockwood membership@houstonwing.org 

Public Information Officer Col Winona Morton editor@houstonwing.org 

PX Officer Col Susan Vaculik px@houstonwing.org 

Safety Officer Col Arne Aamodt  safety@houstonwing.org 

"O" Club 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

BY:  Winona Morton 

     

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

Let’s have  

BBQ 

Chicken, Beef, Pork any way you  

want it!!!! 

But remember if you bring it to put on a 

bun 

Bring the buns!  

 

See you there! 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

 

Soren Larson 4/6 

Scott Rozzell 4/12 

Charles Szalkowski 4/14 

Jolene Meldrum 4/15 

Robert Singer 4/20 

Kristy Maslanka 4/21 

Stanley Russ 4/22 

Nathan Harnagel 4/25 

Aric Aldrich 4/30 


